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postcards
from home

One thing we like to do is try
to photo-document our lives.
So when we were in Kentucky,
and saw a Mystery Machine
straight out of Scooby Doo, we
had to have our photo with it.
And when we saw Bill Clinton
walking down the streets of
Little Rock, Arkansas, we had
to document that. And when
we took this fantastic trip to
the Walmanrt parking lot, we
REALLY had to document
that. Check out our PhotoBlog
online at:

ReddingBrothers.com/Photos

. very
interesting

When you travel and do “band
things”, you see some odd stuff.

news from the road

the latest on the brothers’ quest to make it in the music industry.

THE NEW ALBUM, PART 3: PROGRESS

We took the whole
weekend and used our time to
lay down tracks for 8 songs that
will be appearing on our up-
coming release, but for the
songs we were working with, we
decided to use our in-home stu-
dio for con-
venience.

U n-
fortunately,
Gabe and 1
worked  for
most of the
day record-
ing bass
tracks. This
1s not some-
thing  that
would have normally taken
most of the day, but we ended
up recording all of the tracks

Like that weird gas station we
stopped at in Illinois, that
turned out to be more of a motel
| apartment building /
convenience store [ playground |
gas station | scene from a horror
movie.

twice, because the first time,
they somehow mysteriously dis-
appeared from our hard drive.
When we couldn’t find the first
takes, we panicked and called
Apple Logic Pro Technical
Support (for the software we use
for recording)
and spent an-
other hour
talking to
them about it
trying to see if
they might be
stored some-
where we
weren’t aware
of, before
coming to the
conclusion that we truly did lose
everything and would have to
do it all over again.

Mr. Belding &
the brothers.
Notice Dave
Coulier from
Full House
on the next

page.




So after doing the bass
tracks for a second time, we
scheduled out the rest of the
evening for vocals. Living in a
flat in downtown Antioch (a
suburb of Nashville), we knew
we only had until 9:00 p.m. to
finish all of our recording for
the day, because of the “quiet
time” rules In our community.
We’d already had a complaint
filed against us for Gabe playing
drums, and we didn’t want to
get strike 2.

So we rushed through
everything, spending most of
our time, from 5:30 to 7:30
p.m., on Micah’s lead vocals. As
soon as they were done, I took
over and Gabe and I went
through each song doing 2 to 3
takes on the high tenor har-
mony parts. The problem when
recording vocals and doing so
many takes on so many songs, 1s
that by the time you’re done,
you've basically sung the
equivalent of a 2 — 3 hour con-
cert, and toward the end you
start to lose your voice. On one
song, it had such a high part
that I had to tell Gabe to skip

the 2" and 3" takes, and we
would have to come back to
them on another day, because
my voice just wasn’t getting the
higher notes as well as I needed
it to.

We finished up right at

9:00 p.m., and then Gabe
started working on instruments
and parts that didn’t produce as

high of sound levels.

On this album, we’re
trying to get back to more of a
“real” sound, trying to avoid
any additional “recording studio
fluft” that gets in the way of the
real music. Being in a 3 part
band, it’s a rough proposition
trying to get a full sound out of
3 instruments and voices. One
thing that makes that easier is
that our music is so grounded in
vocal harmony, and that helps
fill out the sound to a large de-
gree.

In the end, we wil
probably opt to add
strings, harmonica, and lead/
electric parts on a choice selec-
tion of songs, but only on the
ones that we feel it would add
something to the artistic value
of the song

This month we also did
more planning for the big CD
release party & tour kickoff
concert we’ll be doing at the
Charleston Civic Center on
March 9, 2007. We’ve secured
ticket distribution through Tick-
etmaster, and worked out pre-
sale dates & ticket prices for
The Collective (our fan club)
and The Radical Contingent
(our street team). The one thing
we haven’t decided is who our
opening act will be. So this
month, we’re asking all our
readers to email us your ideas
and let us know what your fa-
vorite local or regional band or
artist 1s. Our email 1is
theband@reddingbrothers.com.
We'll let you know who we de-
cided on in next month’s issue!
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